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A New Colorado Law All Builders Need to Know About
HB – 1091 – CONCERNING A REQUIREMENT THAT CARBON MONOXIDE ALARMS BE INSTALLED IN RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES

Beginning July 1, 2009, it became mandatory that carbon monoxide (CO) detectors be installed in the following circumstances:

· Prior to the sale of all single-family homes (both new and existing) containing fuel-fired heaters or appliances, fireplaces, or attached garages;

· Prior to the sale of all multi-family dwellings (both new and existing) containing fuel-fired heaters or appliances, fireplaces, or attached garages;

· Prior to a change in tenant occupancy in all rental units containing fuel-fired heaters or appliances, fireplaces, or attached garages;

· When a building permit is obtained in conjunction with an interior alteration, repair, replacement of a fuel-fired appliance, or addition in a single-family or multi-family residence. 

All CO detectors must be installed within 15 feet of the entrance to all sleeping areas except in the case of multi-family dwelling units used for rental purposes where a centralized alarm system is present.  In this case, detectors should be placed within 25 feet of any fuel-fired heater or appliance, fireplace, or garage or in a location as specified in a building code adopted by a local government entity.  City and county governments may adopt and enforce more stringent requirements for installation and maintenance of CO detectors than the provisions of the state law.

For additional information please contact Rob Nanfelt at the Colorado Association of Home Builders at (303)691-2242 or rob@hbacolorado.com.

